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LOUISIANA BOARD OF VETERINARY MEDICINE 
BOARD MEETING 

December 2, 2010
 Minutes

I. 
CALL TO ORDER – 

Board President, Dr. Steven Slaton, called the meeting to order at 8:46 a.m.

II. 
ROLL CALL – 

Roll call was taken by Board Vice President, Dr. Gary Levy, with the following results:

Those present:


Steven V. Slaton, DVM

Board President


Gary T. Levy, DVM


Board Vice President

 

Mica F. Landry, DVM

Board Member
 

William H. Green, DVM

Board Member

Michael Tomino, Jr.


Board General Counsel


Wendy D. Parrish


Board Executive Director
Those absent:



John C. Prejean, DVM

Board Secretary-Treasurer  
Guests:
Andrea Dudley – LVMA

III.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
A.
Board Meeting October 5, 2010
The Board reviewed the minutes from the October 5, 2010 Board meeting.  Motion was made by Dr. Levy to accept the minutes as presented, seconded by Dr. Landry, and passed unanimously by voice vote.  
IV.
FINANCIAL MATTERS AND CONTRACTS


A.
Financial Reports – September, October 2010
Ms. Parrish presented the financial reports for the months of September and October 2010 for review.  Motion was made by Dr. Landry to approve the financial reports as presented, seconded by Dr. Levy, and passed unanimously by voice vote.  
B.
FY2012 Budget Proposal – Ms. Parrish presented proposed budget for FY2012 for review.  Discussion was had regarding impact of increase in CAET training course applicants, additional veterinary technology program at Baton Rouge Community College and the increase in RVT applicants, as well as projected expense increases for usual office supplies and services, i.e. internet, copier rental.  Motion was made to accept the proposed budget as presented by Dr. Levy, seconded by Dr. Green and passed unanimously by voice vote.
V.
POLICY, PROCEDURE, AND RULES 

A.
Policy and Procedure – None.
B.
Rule Making – 
1. Annual Continuing Education - After consideration of the pre-approval requirement for all CE programs, the Board made the decision to amend its existing CE Rules to not require pre-approval of a continuing veterinary education program accepted by another state’s regulatory board of veterinary medicine, a governmental entity, and/or AAVSB, as well as those programs sponsored by AVMA accredited schools of veterinary medicine and/or any professional associations recognized by the Board. However, any other programs and/or their participants, including in-house programs, shall be submitted to the Board for pre-approval of the units or hours of continuing education in accordance with the current requirements which will remain in effect governing these programs.  In addition, the list of programs for which pre-approval has been granted will be updated as needed and published by the Board on its website, as well as those programs which are accepted by another state’s regulatory board of veterinary medicine, a governmental entity, and/or AAVSB, and those programs sponsored by AVMA accredited schools of veterinary medicine and/or any professional associations recognized by the Board.  It is also the Board’s intention that the new criteria shall become effective for the period of time (July 1, 2010-June 30, 2011) for the 2011-2012 annual license renewal and every annual license renewal period thereafter. The same criteria, and effective date, shall also apply for annual CE for all RVTs and CAETs.  Motion was made by Dr. Landry, and seconded by Dr. Slaton, to proceed with regular rule-making to pursue the intended changes.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

2.
Emergency Rule/Rule 312 - Temporary Registration During Oil Cleanup (2010 BP Deepwater Horizon) - After discussion, motion was made by Dr. Landry, seconded by Dr. Green, to direct Mr. Tomino to contact the appropriate veterinary state officials of LDAF and LDWF to determine if a renewal of the current Emergency Rule (scheduled to terminate on its own accord on December 30, 2010), should be renewed based on the need for any continued efforts of wildlife/marine animal rescue caused by the spill, and whether the continued pursuit of regular rule-making efforts is required.  Depending on the outcome of the information received, the Board will either renew the current Emergency Rule in accordance with the law, and proceed with the regular rule-making effort, or let the Emergency Rule expire and cease efforts regarding regular rule-making due to costs and resource factors.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.   
C.
Practice Act and Rules/Related Matters/Declaratory Statements – 

1.
None.
VI.
ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEEDINGS
A.
Case 11-0714.1V Wesley Lee, DVM (9:30am) – Dr. Slaton was introduced as presiding officer for the proceeding.  Dr. Green was recused as investigating Board member in the case.  The case was noticed for 9:30am.   Dr. Lee did not appear for the proceeding.  Mr. Tomino presented the facts of the case, submitted exhibits for review and for consideration by the Board.  Upon conclusion of the presentations and questions, motion was made by Dr. Landry, seconded by Dr. Levy, to enter into executive session for deliberation.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.   The executive session was closed to the public and only those Board members on the panel were present (Drs. Slaton, Levy, and Landry).
Motion was made by Dr. Levy to return to open session, seconded by Dr. Landry, and passed unanimously by voice vote.  The meeting was reopened to the public.  Motion was made by Dr. Landry, seconded Dr. Slaton, that based on the facts and law, and the burden of proof being met, Dr. Lee's request for renewal of licensure be denied and will not be considered by the Board for the next two years; however, he shall be entitled to submit an application for reinstatement on or after December 2, 2012 demonstrating justification for reinstatement for the Board’s consideration at that time. In addition, the following sanctions, fines and administrative costs must be satisfied prior to Respondent’s application for reinstatement:  payment of a fine in the total amount of $15,000.00 for his violations of willfully or by neglect practicing veterinary medicine in Louisiana without a current license issued by the Board, and charging for such services for all pertinent times, purchasing and dispensing/administering/prescribing controlled drugs to clients/patients without proper CDS and DEA registrations for all pertinent times, and denying a copy of medical records to clients and/or denying the opportunity to request such records through the abrupt closure, without notice, of his practice facility; payment of all past renewal fees and late fees; eighty (80) hours of Board approved continuing education; and payment of administrative costs incurred in connection with the investigation/administrative proceeding, including but not limited to attorney’s fees.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 
VII.
DVM ISSUES  

A. 
General Renewal and Continuing Education Update – General Annual Renewal Issues - The most recent annual license renewal, including US Postal Service delivery issues, was discussed by the Board.  Rule 305D was reviewed which specifically and expressly states that "it is the duty of the licensee to notify the board office if an annual renewal form is not received." The renewal forms were timely mailed as required by the Practice Act by depositing them with the U.S. Postal Service on or before July 1, which is 3 months prior to expiration date of the then existing license (September 30, 2010). The Board complied with the mandate as set forth by the Legislature.  Second, and more specifically, there is no avenue or procedural vehicle in the law to grant the request for waiver of the late renewal fee. As per the Practice Act, a licensee is required to timely renew his license annually irrespective of whether the renewal packet is delivered to him by the Post Office. It is the personal obligation of each licensee to track and obtain his annual renewal. If annual renewal is not timely, then the licensee is subject to the late renewal fee as part of his professional responsibility.  Motion was made by Dr. Slaton, and seconded by Dr. Landry, for Dr. Landry and Ms. Parrish to obtain information on the potential implementation of on-line renewal for the future and report to the Board.   Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.  Until this issue is further considered by the Board, no action will be taken to change current protocols. 
B.
Review of Expired DVM Licenses with LA Addresses – Ms. Parrish presented the list of expired licenses with Louisiana addresses effective 10/1/2010 for review.  No action was taken on this item.
C.
Nancy S. Hilbert, DVM – Request for Status Change – Following review of request and documentation submitted by Dr. Hilbert, motion was made by Dr. Levy, seconded by Dr. Landry, to approve status of Inactive-Retired status.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.
D.
Robert H. Henderson, DVM – Request for Status Change & Waiver of CE Requirement – Following review of request and documentation submitted by Dr. Henderson, motion was made by Dr. Slaton, seconded by Dr. Landry, to approve status of Inactive-Incapacitated status, and waiver of the CE requirement.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.
E.
Steven Ambrose, DVM – Request for Waiver of Late Renewal Fee – Following review of the request and information submitted, Motion was made by Dr. Slaton, seconded by Dr. Landry, to deny the request for waiver based on Rule 305D and that there is no mechanism in the Practice Act or by Rule to waive the late fee.  Motion passed with Slaton, Landry, and Green voting yea, and with Levy voting nay.             
F.
Alden P. Scott, DVM – Request for Waiver of Late Renewal Fee – Following review of the request and information submitted, Motion was made by Dr. Slaton, seconded by Dr. Landry, to deny the request for waiver based on Rule 305D and that there is no mechanism in the Practice Act or by Rule to waive the late fee.  Motion passed with Slaton, Landry, and Green voting yea, and with Levy voting nay.             
G.
James E. Maxwell, Jr., DVM – Request for Waiver of Late Renewal Fee - Following review of the request and information submitted, Motion was made by Dr. Slaton, seconded by Dr. Landry, to deny the request for waiver based on Rule 305D and that there is no mechanism in the Practice Act or by Rule to waive the late fee.  Motion passed with Slaton, Landry, and Green voting yea, and with Levy voting nay.             
H.
Louis L. Martin, DVM – Request for Waiver of Late Renewal Fee – Following review of the request and information submitted, Motion was made by Dr. Slaton, seconded by Dr. Landry, to deny the request for waiver based on Rule 305D and that there is no mechanism in the Practice Act or by Rule to waive the late fee.  Motion passed with Slaton, Landry, and Green voting yea, and with Levy voting nay.             

I.
Rachel Morse, DVM – Request for Waiver of Late Renewal Fee – Following review of the request and information submitted, Motion was made by Dr. Slaton, seconded by Dr. Landry, to deny the request for waiver based on Rule 305D and that there is no mechanism in the Practice Act or by Rule to waive the late fee.  Motion passed with Slaton, Landry, and Green voting yea, and with Levy voting nay.             . 
J.
Brian Melius, DVM – Request for Waiver of Late Renewal Fee – Following review of the request and information submitted, Motion was made by Dr. Levy, seconded by Dr. Landry, to deny the request for waiver based on Rule 305D and that there is no mechanism in the Practice Act or by Rule to waive the late fee.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.
VIII.
DVM APPLICANT ISSUES
A.
Tracy Gati, DVM – Request for Waiver of Retake of National Examination and Preceptorship Requirement – 2003 graduate of LSU School of Veterinary Medicine, licensed in Texas.   Following review of the documentation submitted by Dr. Gati, motion was made by Dr. Levy, seconded by Dr. Landry to approve waiver of retake of the national examination and waiver of preceptorship requirement as the documents  meet the criteria of full-time clinical veterinary practice for five years immediately prior to application and valid veterinary medical licensure in another state.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.
IX.
MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS
A.
New Licenses and Certificates Issued:

Wall certificates were presented for signature for the following licenses/certificates issued since the previous Board meeting:

DVM


2937
Allison Leigh Gordon


2938
Nancy Emilie Bohnhoff


2939
Zach Ryan Stevenson


2940
Robert Delaine Pechman


2941
Katherine Rush Severson


2942
Raven Marteen Jackson

RVT

8211
Mohammed MAged Elbarry

8212
Charles Wenona Keyser

8213
Rachel Marie Randazzo

CAET

9540
Shannon Asevedo

9541
Melodie Nichole Couture

9542
Mary Ann Possoit

9543
Keiryston Marie Ragle

B.
December 2010 Newsletter – Ms. Parrish presented a draft of the proposed Newsletter for review and discussion.  Motion was made by Dr. Landry, seconded by Dr. Levy, to approve the draft newsletter with the insertion of the article reflecting the proposed revised rules regarding continuing education program approval.  Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.
C.  
Customer Satisfaction Questionnaire  –  Ms. Parrish presented a summary of the customer service questionnaire comments from October 2009 through October 2010.  vast majority of the responses were positive and the results will be mailed to the appropriate state agency for reporting purposes.  No action was taken on this item.

X.
OTHER MATTERS PROPERLY BROUGHT BEFORE THE BOARD 

A.
None.
XI.
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
A.
None.
XII.
ADJOURN 

There being no further business before the Board, motion was made by Dr. Landry, seconded by Dr. Levy, and passed unanimously by voice vote to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned at 2:45 p.m.

MINUTES REVIEWED AND APPROVED BY FULL BOARD on February 3, 2011.

_______________________________________

John C. Prejean, DVM, Board Secretary -Treasurer
